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Bookpourri:
Reviews of Books for K-5 Children

,,n:

BY VERA

E.

MILZ

UT hen I retired, I took on new responsibilities as president of the Troy Historical Society and returned to
few of my hobbies: quilting and collecting dolls. Life is different, yet I find that I still teach, though
now it's different concepts to different audiences. And so, with this column I say goodbye and move on to
new challenges.
Over the years I have been privileged to introduce children and colleagues
to wonderful books. Two recent books capture the joy of sharing a book
with someone. The Best Place to Read, by Debbie Bertram & Susan Bloom
(Illustrations by Michael Garland, Random House, 2003, $14.95, ISBN
0-375-82293-3) involves a search for the perfect place to read a book,
which ends up to be Mom's lap. Once Upon a Time, story and pictures
by Niki Daly (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2003, $16.00, ISBN 0-374-35633-5)
tells how Sarie and her beloved Auntie Anna discover an old book. They
read it together until Sarie can read it on her own with confidence. There
is nothing like that magic moment when you can bring a child and a book
together!
If you wish to provide information or review copies for future issues, please
write to Linda M. Pavonetti, Ed.D., Oakland University, Department of
Reading & Language Arts, 460 C SEHS Building, Rochester, MI 48309-4494.

Books for the Lap Set
Alborough, Jez. Captain Duck. (HarperCollins, 2003, $15.99, ISBN 0-06052123-6).
Duck's truck runs out of gas, which leads him to discover that Sheep and
Frog are going boating. The laughs begin as everything that can go wrong
does. When Duck takes over as captain of the boat, everyone has quite an
adventure!
Hubbell, Patricia. Trucks: Whizz! Zoom! Rumble! Illustrations by Megan
Halsey. (Cavendish, 2003, $14.95, ISBN 0-7614-5124-2).
All kinds of truck-from delivery to garbage to ice cream-fill the pages
of this delightful rhyming book. The sounds and activities of their daily
duties carry readers along the windy road that meanders through the pages
of this book. Check out B is for Bulldozer (reviewed later in this column)
or Sam Williams and Ken Wilson-Max's 101 trucks: 101 fun flaps to
open (Scholastic, 2003, $12.95, ISBN: 0439395429/board book) as
possible pairings.
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James, Simon. Little One Step. (Candlewick, 2003, $15.99, ISBN 0-7636-2070-X).
Three duckling brothers get lost in the forest as they return home to Mother.
The littlest duckling is overwhelmed and feels all wobbly until his brothers
teach him to take just one step at a time. What a lesson for all of us: Every
journey begins with one little step!
Mother Goose. The Arnold Lobel Book of Mother Goose. (Random House,
2003, $19.95, ISBN 0-679-88736-9). Originally published as The
Random House Book of Mother Goose in 1986.
After being out of print for several years, Arnold Label's humorous artistic
interpretation of familiar and lesser-known Mother Goose rhymes has been
reissued in its entirety with a new name and with a new cover. If you are
looking for an extensive edition-more than 300 Mother Goose rhymessuitable for classroom use, there is no better. This is a classic that is bound to
enthrall children of all ages.
Yolen, Jane. Hoptoad. Illustrations by Karen Lee Schmidt. (Harcourt, 2003,
$16.00, ISBN 0-15-216352-2).
How does a toad cross a wide road? It should be very carefully, but not this
slow toad! Before he can make it across, a truck roars into view. Fortunately,
the toad escapes, but just barely! The sparse text and accompanying toad's
eye view of the world makes for fun reading.

Animals Galore
Auch, Mary Jane and Herm. Souperchicken. (Holiday House, 2003, $16.95,
ISBN 0-8234-1704-2).

ne Pe'lt'fec~ Pet
Margie Palatini • Bruce Whatley

Henrietta is a chicken who loves to read. She becomes suspicious when
her aunties are offered a "vacation" trip on a truck labeled "Souper Soup
Company." Then it's Henrietta to the rescue as she puts her reading skills to
work!
Brumbeau, Jeff. Miss Hunnicutt s Hat. Illustrations by Gail de Marcken.
(Orchard, 2003, $16.95, ISBN 0-439-31895-5).
The town of Littleton is preparing for a visit from the Queen and everyone
is in a tizzy. Miss Hunnicutt's new hat from Paris, which happens to have
a live chicken happily clucking away amidst the felt and ribbons, sets
off a town crisis, especially when she refuses to remove it. The Queen
arrives-wearing an unusual hat of her own-providing lots of laughs and
a gentle lesson on the value of being yourself!
Palatini, Margie. The Perfect Pet. Illustrations by Bruce Whatley.
(HarperCollins, 2003, $15.99, ISBN 0-06-000108-9).
Elizabeth really wants her own pet, but despite her doleful pleas, Mom and
Dad will only allow her to raise a plant. Finally, she finds a bug that turns out
to be the perfect pet for her. But will her parents agree?
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Rylant, Cynthia. The High-Rise Private Eyes: The Case of the Fidgety Fox.
Illustrations by G. Brian Karas. (Greenwillow, 2003, $14.99, ISBN
0-06-009101-0).
When Melvin the bus driver loses his fluffy dice, he is too upset to drive his
bus. It's the perfect case for Bunny and Jack, two animal detectives. They
head to the bus garage-the last place Melvin saw the dice-and put the clues
together to find the missing dice.
Shannon, George. Lizard's Guest. Illustrations by Jose Aruego and Ariane
Dewey. (Greenwillow, 2003, $15.99, ISBN 0-06-009083-9).
Lizard loves to dance, but one day he accidentally steps on Skunk's toes.
Skunk makes such a big fuss that Lizard promises to take care of him until he
is a good as new. What Lizard does to keep his promise makes for an engaging book that shows just how wonderful friends can be.
Stevens, Janet and Susan Stevens Crummel. Jacka/ope. Illustrations by Janet
Stevens. (Harcourt, 2003, $17.00, ISBN 0-15-216736-6).
The jackalope started out as an ordinary jackrabbit-too ordinary as far as he was
concerned. So he began to wish he could be something else. With the help of a
fairy godrabbit, he gets a pair of horns. That's just the beginning of a wild tale
full of surprises that will keep you laughing through the final page of the book.

Lots of Love
Brisson, Pat. Hobbledy-Clop. Illustrations by Maxie Chambliss. (Boyds Mills,
2003, $15.95, ISBN 1-56397-888-1).
.
Brendan has packed his little red wagon with all the essentials to have a tea
party at Grandma's house. On the way, his many pets decide to join him, and
the fun begins. All have a lively and silly time together. Grandma and Brendan agree it was the best tea party ever!
Dewan, Ted. Crispin and the Three Little Piglets. (Doubleday, 2003,
$15.95, ISBN 0-385-74633-4).
Crispin is an only-pig who is surprised by the drastic lifestyle changes
triggered by the arrival of three little piggies-his new siblings-at his
house. After several unpleasant months, Crispin comes to accept his new
role in a larger and much noisier and messier family. The story ends with
a huff, a puff, and a twist as big brother reads everyone's favorite fairy
tale to his very own three little piggies.
Edwards, Pamela Duncan. Rosie's Roses. Illustrations by Henry Cole.
(HarperCollins, 2003, $15.99, ISBN 0-06-028997-X).
Rosie has four roses tied with a rainbow ribbon for her aunt's birthday. On her
way to deliver the present, Rosie gives away her roses to cheer up some creatures
in need. The rainbow ribbon is all that is left when she arrives at her aunt's house.
In the past, we have shared Edwards' and Cole's other alliterative texts with
our students. Now we can enjoy the wordplay built into Rosie's Roses, as
everyone searches for all the hidden /RI sounds in the words and illustrations.
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Lasky, Kathryn. Before I Was Your Mother. Illustrations by LeUyen Pham.
(Harcourt, 2003, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-201464-0).

BEFORE

140aJ <?four
MOTIIER

When this mother was a little girl, she liked to play dress up, make lots of
noise, and boss her brother. She loved shoes of all kinds and dreamed of having her own little girl to love someday. This lyrical book provides an effective
segue for writing autobiographies or family stories.

Summertime Fun
Adler, David A. Mama Played Baseball. Illustrations by Chris O'Leary.
(Harcourt, 2003, $16.00, ISBN: 0-15-202196-5.
Corey, Shana. Players in Pigtails. Illustrations by Rebecca Gibbon (Scholastic
Press, 2003 , $16.95 , ISBN: 0-43-918305-7).

Baseball, hot dogs, and apple pie. Whether or not the Tigers score, baseball is
still the national pastime, and these two fictional winners introduce an aspect
of baseball most American kids know little about-the All-American Girls
Professional Baseball League. Adler tells his tale through the eyes of a girl
whose dad is in the Army and whose mother wins a spot on the team. Players in Pigtails traces Katie Casey's professional baseball career. Katie is the
fictional girl in the 1908 song, "Take Me out to the Ball Game."
Cherry, Lynne. How Groundhog's Garden Grew. (Scholastic, 2003, $15.95,
ISBN 0-439-32371-1).

Little Groundhog loves fresh vegetables, but he takes them from his
neighbor's garden until Squirrel shows him how to grow his own. Readers
can learn along with Little Groundhog how to be a good neighbor by planting
a garden of scrumptious foods!
Cole, Henry. On the Way to the Beach. (Greenwillow, 2003, $15.99, ISBN
0-688-17515-5).

Foldout flaps correspond to the animals and plants that a little girl sees as she
strolls to a nearby beach. On her way, she walks through woods, a salt marsh,
and dunes. Finally, readers are encouraged to find their own special place
outdoors to watch, listen, and observe their surroundings.
Frazee, Marla. Roller Coaster. (Harcourt, 2003, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-2045546).

~
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Anxious-excited-reluctant-even slightly fearful. Twelve people, including one who has never experienced a roller coaster before, lock themselves
into their seats and prepare for the ride of their lives. Frazee's visual depiction of the wild ride captures all the excitement of a real roller coaster. This
is a perfect prologue (or remembrance) for youngsters just the right height for
their first roller coaster ride. Try reading this with Sobel's B is for Bulldozer
(reviewed on the next page).
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MacLachlan, Patricia and Emily. Painting the Wind. Illustrations by Katy
Schneider. (HarperCollins, $15.99, ISBN 0-06-029798-0).
A young boy-an aspiring artist-observes and remarks on the transformation of his solitary island home into an artists' colony each summer. He tags
along, learning from and painting with the summer artists and their dogs. On
the beach one day, he paints trees bent before the coming weather. It is not
until the island's end-of-summer exhibit that he realizes he has achieved his
dream-he has painted the wind.

Sobel, June. (2003). B is for Bulldozer: A Construction ABC Illustrations by
Melissa Iwai. (Harcourt, $16.00, ISBN: 0-15-202250-3).
This is not an alphabet book for toddlers learning their ABCs, but instead an
album of trucks, bulldozers, hard-hat laborers, rubberneckers, and children
eagerly anticipating the completion of a major construction project. Pair this
rhyming text with Frazee's Roller Coaster for summertime surprise.

CORNFIELD
HIDE·AMD·SEEk

Widman, Christine. Cornfield Hide-and-Seek. Illustrations by Pierr Morgan.
(Farrar Straus Giroux, 2003, $16.00, ISBN 0-374-31547-7).
With a crackly swish-one-by-one-kidlins, pets, livestock, and even
Grampy become sun-dazzled from the summer sun. The only place to escape
is the nearby cornfield that stretches "like a cool green lake under a hot
yellow sun." When this wacky bunch cools off and returns, they discover
Mamaw is gone to her own "cool as dew in the morning" spot in the cornfield. As they all discover, books and summertime are a perfect combination!

Michigan Connections
Crilley, Mark. Akiko and the Alpha Centauri 5000. (Delacorte, 2003, $9.95,
ISBN 0-385-72969-3).
Readers who are hooked on this series will cheer over a new adventure. The
author lives in Detroit.

Miller, Alice Ann. Treasures of the Heart. Illustrations by K.L. Darnell.
(Sleeping Bear Press, 2003, $15.95, ISBN 1-58536-115-1).
A child has to convince Mom that the things under the bed are not just a
mess, but special individual treasures lovingly collected. The illustrations
evoke memories of the special things that each of us once held dear. The
author lives in Muskegon, and the illustrator resides in East Lansing.

Mitchell, Stephen. The Wishing Bone and Other Poems. Illustrations by Tom
Pohrt. (Candlewick, 2003, $16.99, ISBN 0-7636-1118-2).
Like "Jabberwocky" from Through the Looking-Glass and What Alice Found
There, the nine poems in this collection encourage readers to stretch their
imaginations, to reach out and dream, and to play with words and ideas. What
if all your wishes came true? What kinds of questions would you ask? The
illustrator lives in Ann Arbor.
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Tompert, Ann. The Pied Piper of Peru. Illustrations by Kestutis Kasparavicius.
(Boyds Mills, 2002, $15.95, ISBN 1-56397-949-7).
When mice overrun a monastery, Saint Martin de Porres comes up with a
unique solution that saves their lives. This is one of the many legends telling
of Martin's interaction with animals. The author lives in Port Huron.
Wargin, Kathy-jo. The Legend of Leelanau. Illustrations by Gijsbert van
Frankenhuyzen. (Sleeping Bear Press, 2003, $17.95, ISBN 1-58536150-X).
This legend of everlasting childhood tells of a young maiden, Leelinau, who
loves the Spirit Wood where the fairies known as the Pukwudjininees live.
Her parents forbid her to go to into the woods, but she disobeys. Eventually, she chooses to live with the fairies in the land of pines and windswept
shores-northern Michigan. The author is a resident of Petoskey, and the
artist lives in Bath.

The Enchantment of Poetry
Dotlich, Rebecca Kai. In the Spin of Things: Poetry of Motion. Illustrations by
Karen Dugan. (Boyds Mills, 2003, $16.95, ISBN 1-56397-145-3).
Things that shake, crunch, whoosh, whirl, dance, glide and swoosh are just
~ few of the many topics in The Spin of Things. Twenty-three poems dance
their way through this fabulous volume.

lntheSpin
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Florian, Douglas. Bow Wow Meow Meow: Its Rhyming Cats and Dogs.
(Harcourt, 2003, $17.00, ISBN 0-15-216395-6).
Douglas Florian's rapidly multiplying set of books that link poems and
complementary (but not always complimentary) drawings now includes one
devoted specifically to our favorite house pets. Although not all of the cats
are domestic varieties, the author's choices are sure to please. This book is
great classroom or vacation rainy day reading that invites reader participation. Be sure to check out Florian's earlier volumes: Insectlopedia, Mammalabilia, and Lizards, Frogs, and Polliwogs.
Harrison, David L. The Alligator in the Closet and Other Poems Around the
House. Illustrations by Jane Kendall. (Boyds Mills, 2003, $16.95, ISBN
1-56397-994-2).
Objects, such as beds, single socks, a favorite pair of shoes, a mouse, a baby
spider, a jar of jelly, provide inspiration for the 31 poems about the familiar
things and happenings around a home.
Schertle, Alice. Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear. Illustrations by Linda Hill Griffith.
(HarperCollins, 2003, $15.99, ISBN 0-688-16870-1).
If you have ever loved a teddy bear, you will enjoy this collection that celebrates this cuddly creature. Whether it's a bad bear day, time for a bath, or a
ride down a banister, the bears in these poems are bound to delight the reader.
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Stevenson, James. Corn Chowder. (Greenwillow, 2003, $15.99, ISBN 0-06053059-6).
The latest of the "Com" series of poetry books contains 25 short poems that
will make you smile and ponder the idiosyncrasies of daily life. When you
finish, try some of Stevenson's others: Candy Corn, Just Around the Corner,
Cornflakes, Popcorn, Corn-fed, and Sweet Corn.

Full of Information
Busby, Peter. First to Fly: How Wilbur and Orville Wright Invented the
Airplane. Illustrations by David Craig. (Crown, 2002, $19.95 , ISBN
0-375-81287-3).
This recent biography is filled with original paintings, photographs, and
detailed diagrams of the Wright Brother's experiments in flight. It's a great
book to accompany a trip to Greenfield Village to celebrate the 100th anniversary of this exciting event.
Leedy, Loreen and Pat Street. There's a Frog in My Throat! 440 Animal
Sayings a Little Bird Told Me. Illustrations by Loreen Leedy. (Holiday
House, 2003, $16.95, ISBN 0-8234-1774-3).
This volume presents an array of popular animals sayings categorized by
where the animals are found-around the house, down by the ground, under
the waves. There is also an index that helps readers find their favorite sayings. Each entry is accompanied by an explanation.
Pringle, Laurence. Whales! Strange and Wonderful. Illustrations by Meryl
Henderson. (Boyds Mills, 2003, $15.95, ISBN 1-56397-439-8).
Pringle, acclaimed for his informed and accurate treatment of nonfiction
topics, delves into the mysterious world of whales. He provides details and
common characteristics for these sea-dwelling mammals and also discusses
the efforts to save them from extinction.
Schwartz, David M. Millions to Measure. Illustrations by Steven Kellogg.
(HarperCollins, 2003, $16.99, ISBN 0-688-12916-1).
Marvelosissimo the Mathematical Magician is back, and ready to measure.
He traces the history of length, volume, and weight and how they were standardized. He also introduces readers to the world of metrics and encourages
them to learn the system used throughout the world. Measuring has never
been so much fun!
Tang, Greg. Math Appeal: Mind-Stretching Math Riddles. Illustrations by Harry
Briggs. (Scholastic, 2003, $16.95, ISBN 0-439-21046-1).
Readers learn that math can be fun as they tackle these clever and not-toodifficult riddles. Through words and illustrations, young mathematicians are
encouraged to discover different ways of finding a solution. The answer key
in the back of the book gives possible solutions that promote logical thinking
about mathematical patterns.
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Chapter Books for Various Ages
Brown, Jeff. Stanley in Space. Illustrations by Scott Nash. (HarperCollins,
2003, $15.89, ISBN 0-06-029827-8).

Stanley and his family have been chosen by the president to become the first
humans to fly in the Star Scout to the planet of Tyrra. When they arrive, they
receive a different reception than they expected, and it is clever Stanley who
comes up with a unique solution.
Guest, Elissa Haden. Iris and Walter: the School Play. Illustrations by Christine
Davenier. (Harcourt, 2003, $15.00, ISBN 0-15-216481-2). New readers

Iris and Walter are in their very first school play, and they are really excited. Everything goes well until the day of the play when Iris wakes up with a fever and sore
throat. Poor Iris has to stay in bed and miss her play. How her loving teacher and
class ease the pain makes for an engaging story of life in a primary-aged classroom.
Fleischman, Sid. Disappearing Act. (Greenwillow, 2003, $15.99, ISBN 0-0605192-2). Intermediate readers

Twelve-year-old Kevin and his older sister must flee their home after being
stalked by a mysterious man. Their mother is an archaeologist who is missing
after an earthquake in Mexico. The pair heads to Venice, California, where
they join the street performers in an effort to change their identities as well as
earn money to survive. The author's notes on how he created his novel will
be of interest to aspiring writers.
Montes, Marisa. Get Readyfor Gabi! A Crazy Mixed-Up Spanglish Day. Illustrations
by Joe Cepeda. (Scholastic, 2003, $12.95, ISBN 0-439-51710-9).

Gabi has a big problem! Johnny Wiley, her third-grade classmate, is driving
her crazy. He is always picking on her. Now she has to spend the next month
working on a special project with him. She gets so mad that her English
words get all mixed up with her Spanish words. How she turns things around
without getting into trouble will have readers applauding this spunky heroine.
Weston, Martha. Act I, Act II, Act Normal. (Roaring Brook Press, 2003, $15.95,
ISBN: 0-7613-1779-1). Intermediate readers

Topher and Kip, his best friend, plan to write and act their way through eighth
grade-until Kip's play gets shelved in favor of a musical version of Rumpelstiltskin. Topher joins the cast and suffers through his classmates' taunts and
prejudices, demonstrating how a good team player will try anything to ensure
that the show will go on.
Yep, Laurence. The Traitor: Golden Mountain Chronicles, 1885. (HarperCollins,
2003, $16.99, ISBN: 0-06-027522-7). Intermediate readers

Chronologically, this newest addition to Yep's marvelous Golden Mountain
Chronicles occurs between Dragons Gate, a 1994 Newbery Honor book
and Dragonwings, a 1976 Newbery Honor book. The Traitor exposes the
prejudices and racial tension in a small Wyoming coal mining town through
the unlikely friendship between lonely Michael Purdy, an American boy, and
Joseph Young, a lonely Chinese-American boy.
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Yolen, Jane. Sword of the Rightful King: A Novel of King Arthur. (Harcourt,
2003, $17.00, ISBN: 0152025278). Intermediate readers

Yolen offers intermediate and older readers a new look at the ancient legend
of King Arthur. Familiar characters- Sir Gawaine and his treacherous
mother, Sir Kay, and even Lancelot- take their rightful places alongside a
very young Arthur as Merlinnus (a.k.a. Merlin) unveils his scheme to unite a
warring kingdom. The newest character, a young would-be knight who calls
himself Gawen, plays a major role in this recreation of a perennial favorite.

Heart-Felt Thanks to Vera E. Milz,
Retiring Bookpourri Editor
BY LINDA

M. PAVONETTI

A

lthough I've worked with Vera Milz only for the past year, I had heard of her long before I joined the MRJ
editorial team. As soon as I arrived in Michigan, folks began asking, "Do you know Vera Milz?" At MRA
conferences, at bookstores, at schools, and in my classes, teachers knew Vera, read her reviews, and
respected her opinions.

Vera began teaching first grade in South Redford School District in January 1962,
and moved to Bloomfield Hills School District 4 years later. She taught primary
children there until June 2002 when she retired. Shortly after she began teaching,
she realized that a single textbook could not meet the needs of all children and
began including children's literature in her lessons-not an easy thing to do in
the 1960s. Vera became an early advocate of teaching reading with children's
literature and including trade books in all facets of the curriculum. By the time she
retired, she had a classroom library of more than 6,000 books.
Dr. Milz received her undergraduate education at Wayne State University and her
master's degree at the University of Michigan. She did her doctoral work at the
University of Arizona, receiving an Ed.D. in elementary education. Vera has been
a member and officer of Oakland County Reading Council, Michigan Reading
Association, and the International Reading Association for many years. She has
also participated in the National Council of Teachers of English.

Milz

Vera began writing reviews for Oakland County Reading Council about 15 years ago. Robert Smith saw these
books reviews in the OCRC Newsletter and asked her to write for the MRA Journal in 1993-94. Bookpourri has
been a mainstay of the Michigan Reading Journal ever since.
When she told me that she would be giving up this column she said, "I have always loved to read, and sharing
that love has been my passion." Thank you, Vera, for sharing your love of books with Michigan teachers, parents, and children.
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